
	
	

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

OKLAHOMA INTERCOLLEGIATE LEGISLATURE 

 

OPINION 2017-005 

October 19, 2017 

Honorable Delegates and Members, 

  

 There was an opinion requested of the Office of the Attorney General regarding quorum of 

the Supreme Court and the nature of Attorney General opinions: 

 

Firstly, what constitutes a quorum for the Supreme Court of the Oklahoma 
Intercollegiate Legislature to convene on official business, pursuant to Article VI 
Section 2, Line 8 of the Constitution of the Oklahoma Intercollegiate Legislature? 
 
Secondly, are the opinions of the Attorney General of the Oklahoma Intercollegiate 
Legislature ever binding upon any person or branch of the organization? 
 
 
I’ll address each question separately. 

The first question, according to the specific line that the delegate provided, reads as follows: 

 

A majority shall constitute a quorum to do business. 

 

Earlier in the same section, the Constitution states that there shall be 9 justices on the 

Supreme Court. When this is the case, quorum would consist of 5 justices. However, it is sometimes 

the case that there are not 9 justices, due to resignations, graduations, etc. – it is my understanding 

that there has not been a full court in a number of sessions. In the case of a court with less than 9 

justices, quorum of the Supreme Court shall consist of the regularly held principle of quorum: 50% 

of justices currently appointed + 1. I’ve provided this matrix below for ease of understanding. 



 

Number of justices What constitutes quorum 

1 1 

2 2 

3 2 

4 3 

5 3 

6 4 

7 4 

8 5 

9 5 

 

The second question was just addressed in last semester’s session. Senators Rains-Saucedo 

and Gately passed legislation through the body that received the signature of the governor which 

changed the nature of opinions from the Office of the Attorney General from binding to non-

binding. Thus, none of the opinions that have been passed down from this office this semester are 

binding; they’re just that: opinions. 

 

Yours respectfully, 

      
Kimberley Bishop 

Attorney General 


